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Task of the Church / Nurture of God’s People
   



            
           Lecture 2

Title: Pastoral Nurture/The Ministry of God’s Word
Purpose: To instruct the hearers that pastoral nurture is a vital aspect of the church’s nurture and motivate them to do something about it.

Introduction
1. In our previous study, we have seen that the church’s task of nurturing itself has two dimensions – pastoral nurture and congregational nurture. In this session, we will begin to consider the first – pastoral nurture.
2. Now, what is involved in pastoral nurture? Acts 6:1-4 (READ) provides the biblical pattern.
a. Now, this passage refers particularly to the ministry of the 12 apostles of Jesus, not to local church pastors. However, the apostolic ministry provides a pattern for the ministry of pastors of local churches. For the apostles of Jesus were pastors or shepherds of the universal church, and local church pastors are pastors or shepherds of local churches. 
b. In the discussion of the care of widows in the church here in Acts 6, some very important matters emerged. The apostles said that it was not right for them to take time away from the work to which they had been called in order to serve tables. It was not that the apostles thought it beneath them to care take of the widows in the church; that was not the problem. But it was wrong for them to neglect the primary task they have been called by Jesus particularly to do. Therefore, the apostles proposed that the care of widows be delegated to other men who meet certain qualifications - deacons. 
c. And what, according to the apostles, was their primary task as shepherds of the church? Prayer and the ministry of the Word – v. 2, 4 (READ). 
d. Now, this passage provides the pattern of the task of pastors in local churches – prayer and the ministry of God’s word. Therefore, in considering pastoral nurture in the church, we shall do so under two main headings: Pastoral ministry of God’s Word and Pastoral intercessory prayers for God’s people (see outline).
3. In this session, we will focus on the first aspect of pastoral nurture - the pastoral ministry of God’s Word.

Trans:
And first, let us consider....

I.
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PASTORAL MINISTRY OF GOD’S WORD
Preface: 

There are many texts in Scriptures that show the necessity of the pastoral ministry of God’s word i.e. Eph 4: 11,12; Acts 2:42; Acts 6:1-4; Tit 1:9; etc. But no text of Scriptures stresses more the necessity of the pastoral ministry of God’s word than 1Tim 4:16. Therefore, I want us to look at that passage (READ).
A. The Context   
1. Prior to the completion of the Bible, the living apostles of Jesus had men whom they sent as their representatives to minister to local churches, because they could not attend to all the needs all these churches. Timothy was one of them. When Paul wrote 1Timothy, Timothy was serving in the church in Ephesus as an apostolic delegate (1Tim 1:3). Therefore, Timothy’s apostolic ministry in Ephesus serves as a pattern for all pastors of local churches. 
2. And note what Paul says to Timothy, and thus, to all pastors of local churches – vv. 13-15, 16 (READ).

B.
The Text
1.
Now, what are ministers of God’s word to pay close attention to or watch? In v. 16, Paul says, “pay close attention to yourself and your teaching” - not just yourself but not your teaching - and not just your teaching but not yourself. A minister must pay close attention to both. He must pay close attention to his life and his teaching. 
2.
And this activity must not to be sporadic. It must be continuing. In v. 16, Paul exhorts, “persevere in these things”. What things? Paying close attention to yourself and your teaching And the word “persevere” means “to stay, remain, or continue”.
3.
But why persevere in these things? In v. 16, Paul says, “...for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.” You see, for Paul, Timothy’s carefulness in his life and in his teaching is not just a means for his salvation but also the salvation of his hearers. And who were his hearers? The believers in the church in Ephesus – see v. 12 (READ). So what is at stake in Timothy’s life and teaching is not just his salvation but also the salvation of the believers in Ephesus.
C.
The Difficulties 

1.
Some Christians find difficulty in what Paul here says. For were not Timothy and his hearers already saved? 
a.
In order to understand what Paul here says, we must keep in mind two things.

· First, although all true believers have been saved by grace through faith, there is a sense in which that salvation has still not been consummated or brought to its final stage. Eph 2:8 (READ) – “have been saved” a perfect particle – it means saved in the past and continue to be in that state of being saved. But then compare that with Rom 13:11 (READ). The salvation meant here is not that initial salvation that all Christians have received when they first believed, but final salvation, the completion of that salvation when they are finally glorified. Therefore, there is a sense in which all believers have been saved. But there is a sense also in which they all still await final salvation. 
· Secondly, the Bible also teaches the concept of perseverance as essential to final or completed salvation. Mat 24:12-13 (READ) –lit. “love of many” - “many” refers to those who once made a profession of faith (v. 10); Rom 11:22 (READ); Col 1:21-23 (READ) – continuing in the faith is viewed as necessary for final salvation; 1Cor 15:1-2 (READ) – “you are saved” present indicative – “you are being saved” – this speaks of the continuing process; Heb 10:35-39 (READ) – although the writer was convinced that the faith of those whom he was writing was genuine, and yet he still stresses the need for them to persevere, and warns them of what will happen to those who will not. There is a need to persevere if one is to enter final salvation.
b.
And according to our text (1Tim 4:16), the watchfulness of a minister of his life and his teaching is one vital means not just for his preservation unto final salvation and also that of his hearers. To state it differently, sound pastoral teaching is a means of helping the elect endure to the end, therefore it is instrumental in their final salvation. John Piper: “The Puritans believed that without perseverance in the obedience of faith the result would be eternal destruction, not lesser sanctification. Therefore, since preaching and the pastoral ministry in general are a great means to the saints’ perseverance, the goal of a pastor is not merely to edify the saints but to save the saints. What is at stake on Sunday morning is not merely the upbuilding of the church but its eternal salvation. It is not hard to see why the Puritans were so serious” (Brothers, We are Not Professionals: 106). What John Piper is saying is only an echo of what Paul is saying in our text. 
2.
“But, Pastor, this sounds to me like salvation by works. This sounds to me like salvation is something I have to earn by my persevering.”
a.
In the surface, it does. But if you think about it deeply, it is not.
b.
Why? Because our persevering cannot pay for sin’s wages (which is death), and our persevering are so mixed with sin and imperfections that they will be enough to damn our souls into hell.
c.
Therefore, the blood and righteousness of Christ received through faith can only be the meritorious ground of our initial and well as final salvation. Our perseverance in the faith can add nothing to it.
d.
However, that biblically sound teaching does not cancel out the necessity for believers to persevere in the faith. It is essential to their final salvation. They all have to persevere in order to enter into final salvation.
e.
And a vital instrument to this perseverance, according to our text (1Tim 4:16), is sound pastoral teaching and preaching. It is a means of helping the elect endure to the end, therefore, it is instrumental in their final salvation. 
3.
“But, Pastor, does this mean then that those who are truly saved can loose their salvation?’ 
a.
If the person is truly saved, then the answer is “ultimately no”. The Bible is clear on that.

b.
But, as we have seen, the Bible also teaches that it is necessary that those who have been truly saved must persevere and warns that those who will not will face eternal damnation.

c.
And what is one vital means for the preservation of those who are truly saved? Sound pastoral teaching of God’s word, according to 1Tim 4:16.  
D.
Conclusion: Therefore, the pastoral ministry of God’s word is vital. Christians who neglect it robs themselves of a vital instrument for their preservation unto eternal salvation, and therefore, put themselves in the danger of eternal damnation.
Trans:
But then that leads us, secondly to consider...

II.
THE DUAL SPHERE OF THE PASTORAL MINISTRY OF GOD’S WORD

A.
The biblical basis of the dual sphere
1.
Acts 20:17-21 (READ). While Paul was in Ephesus, and particularly, amongst those who have believed, he did not merely teach publicly but also privately from house to house. And this apostolic practice serves as a pattern for all pastoral work or labor. 
2.
Jay Adams: “The public proclamation the Word was accompanied by its private application to individuals and families in counseling. To ‘present every person mature in Christ’ requires both public preaching and private counseling.” (Preaching With Purpose: 37). 
B.
The necessity of the dual sphere 

1.
Now, this dual sphere of the pastoral ministry of God’s word is interdependent. You should not have one without the other. You cannot split it apart without injury to each. They function properly when they function together.
2.
What will happen if there is only the public preaching of God’s word without the private ministry of that word in counseling and oversight? 

a. 
The public ministry of God’s word will have the tendency to become academic and out of touch. If a pastor spends his time during the week with commentaries alone, when he preaches, he will sound more like a book. But the man who puts his knowledge of the Scriptures to work not just on Sunday, but all week long in counseling God’s people, then his preaching is going to be cloth “with flesh and blood”, real situations that God’s people face and struggle with everyday. And that is going to make his preaching more effective. They know that you understand their problems and situation, and they see that you know how to use God’s word to address those problems and situations.
b.
Furthermore, the public preaching of God’s word without the private ministry of that word in counseling and oversight will rob the preacher of the fire to preach God’s word in public. Jay Adams: “Nothing enables a preacher to ring the bell in a Sunday sermon like knowing that in counseling he has already helped five persons with what he is about to say. It is questionable whether you are ever read to preach from a passage until you have already used the passage (or one with the same telos) successfully in you own life and in counseling others. Passages preached after successful use elsewhere are preached differently from those preached de novo. You will find that such use puts a patina on your preaching of truth that can come only from loving wear and tear.” (Preaching With Purpose: 38). 
c.
Moreover, the public preaching of God’s word without the private ministry of that word in counseling and oversight will never be able to address all possible objections and questions for the application of God’s word, and possible complicating problems that would hinder the proper implementation of that word. I have been a pastor long enough to know that there are details you cannot enter into in the pulpit, matters you can only deal with properly in private. 

d.
Therefore, the public ministry of God’s word must be accompanied by the private ministry of that word in counseling and oversight.

3.
But let us consider the other side of this. What will happen if there is only the private ministry of God’s word in counseling and oversight without the public ministry of God’s word?

a.
You will waste a lot of time going over the same Scripture or Scriptural teaching to instruct God’s people when it could have been done once in the public ministry of God’s word. Lloyd Jones: “It is quite astonishing to find that in expounding the Scriptures you are able to deal with a variety of differing conditions all together in one service.... If he [the pastor] had to see all these people one by one his life would be impossible, he could not do it; but in one sermon he can cover quite a number of problems [and issues] at one and the same time.... it is preaching [public] that lays down the essential principles by which alone personal help can be given.” (Preaching and Preachers: 38-39). 
b.
Moreover, never forget that the public teaching and preaching of God’s word that may not be immediately applicable to some hearers is still useful to them as stored knowledge for the future and they also need it in helping others. The public teaching and preaching of God’s word is never intended just for the personal consumption of the individual hearers. All of God’s people need to know the whole counsel of God in order that they might be able to teach and admonish one another. 
c.
Therefore, the private and personalize ministry of God’s word should not supplant the public ministry of God’s word. The two should function side by side. Pastoral nurture through the ministry of God’s word should include the public preaching or teaching of God’s word and the more private ministry of God’s word in counseling and oversight. 
Trans:
Having considered the importance of the pastoral ministry of God’s word, and the dual sphere of the pastoral ministry of God’s word, let me now give you....
III.
CONCLUDING EXHORTATIONS IN THE PASTORAL MINISTRY OF GOD’S WORD

A.
In the church of Jesus Christ, do not let anything sidetrack the centrality of public ministry of God’s word.  
1.
This is something Paul emphasizes to Timothy in 2Tim 3:16-4:6 (READ). 

a.
Paul knew that he was going to die soon and Timothy will be left behind. Therefore, he urges Timothy to preach the Word, that is the Scriptures, which are inspired of God or God-breath. The Scriptures is all that any minister of God’s word need to thoroughly equip and make him competent in his work. Therefore, he is to preach it.

b.
And he charges Timothy to do this “in season or out of season”. And this phrase means during favorable times or during unfavorable times. The preaching of God’s word must continue. It must not stop. The work is not seasonal. 

c.
Paul anticipates that a time will come will people will no longer endure sound teachings. They want to have their ears tickled with whatever they want to hear and will turn away their ears from the truth revealed by God and preserved in the Scriptures. But nothing must stop Timothy from publicly preaching God’s word. He must reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 

2.
Today, so many do not want the faithful preaching and teaching of God’s word. All they want is to be entertained with music and stories or ideas that have little to do with what the Bible really teaches. And many preachers are ready to step in to give the people what they want. 

a.
Therefore, there is less and less preaching in services today and more and more on music and even entertainment. The preaching is no longer central.

b.
Moreover, the raw material of the preaching today is no longer the Bible, but stories and opinions and ideas of men. And all that the preacher does is to sprinkle a few Bible quotations to give the message a biblical flavor. But bible flavored message is not biblical preaching. The raw material of the message must be the Bible and the stories and anecdotes should serve only as flavorings. 

c.
Therefore, in the church of Jesus Christ, resist this powerful tendency to sidetrack the centrality of the public preaching and teaching of God’s word.  

B.
In the church of Jesus Christ, the leaders should devise a program to provide the more private ministry of God’s word in counseling and oversight for each member.  
1.
Col 1:28 (READ). Note that the adjective “every” panta is repeated three times. And what would doing this require? It would require both the public ministry of God’s word and the private ministry of that word in counseling and personal oversight. To implement this, the leaders of the church should devise a program that would ensure that each member will benefit from the private ministry of God’s word in counseling and oversight.
2.
Just to wait for the sheep to come is not going to work. For some of them, if not many of them, will just not come in order to make known their problems and struggles and failures in implementing God’s word. Therefore, the leaders or governors of the church should devise a way or program that will ensure that each member will benefit from the more private ministry of God’s word in counseling and oversight.
3.
Besides, unless the leaders have a plan or program to cover all the members, there is a great probability that they will only do personal counseling with those they like or feel comfortable with and avoid those who are more difficult to deal with in a more personal level.  
4.
So how do we do it in SGBC? 
a.
Our practice is not the only way but what we do is to put all the names of the members in one box and each pastor will draw the names of those whom we will have the responsibility to do counseling with and personal oversight. And for a certain period of time, each pastor should be able to go over all those assigned to him. 
b.
This does not meant that when a member comes to us for counseling, we will say, “you are not on my list. Besides, even if you were, you are not the one next in line.” But having certain names assigned to each pastor will help in ensuring each member will receive the benefits of private ministry of God’s word in counseling and personal oversight.
5.
But how do you go about this matter of counseling and personal oversight? What we do in SGBC is have a list of things to ask the members. A pastor does not have to go through all or give the same emphasis on each question. Some issues will have to be explored more than the others. But having a list is helpful. 
Pastoral Oversight
1.    Personal Walk with God

· How would you describe your walk with God? 

· Having personal devotions (prayer, meditation, self-examination)? 

· Experiencing profit from Sabbath observance?

· Any areas you are struggling with in maintaining a clear conscience before God? 

2. Marital and Domestic Life

· How are you working out your God-assigned roles as husband and wife? Are you praying together? Forgiving one another?

· Are there chronic areas of repeated failures in your marriage? Any areas of tension?

· Are there critical concerns with your children in terms of discipline, communication, family worship, etc.?

· (Singles) Are you content with your present state?  Who are your close friends and associations? Is there anyone romantically interested with you or you are interested with?

3. Personal Evangelism

· Do you have a compassion for the lost?

· How would you describe your personal witness before the unconverted?

4. Christian Liberty

· What specific areas of Christian liberty do you exercise?

· How would you describe your exercise of these Christian liberties?

5. Separation from the World

· Do you have any close relationship with unbelievers?

· How would you describe that/those relationships?

6. Church Related Concerns

· Are you attending all the stated meetings?

· Are you consciously seeking to have a sphere of usefulness in the church? 

· How would you describe your relationships with the members? Do you have anything against a brother or sister? Are you harboring bitterness? Any broken fellowship due to sin? Are you keeping a good conscience man-ward?

· Is there any a matter of church’s doctrine or practice you want to bring up or ask about?

· Do you have any problems in submitting and supporting the leadership of the church?

· Are there any particular emphases in the public ministry that you like to be seen?

· Are there areas you think the church should improve?

7. Miscellaneous Specific Concerns

· Are you being a good steward of your financial resources? 

· Are you diligent in your employment? Are you content in your calling? Are you improving all the talents God has given you? 

· How is the state of your physical health?

Conclusion
1.
Pastoral nurture is a vital aspect in the nurture of God’s people. And pastoral nurture includes both the public ministry of God’s word and the private ministry of that word in counseling and personal oversight.

2.
These are matters that all churches should give emphasis upon.    
